







The information in this booklet which includes MUET-CEFR aligned test
specifications applies to the Session 1 2021 and thereafter until further notice.
ii 
ISBN 978-983-2321-69-9 
© Malaysian Examinations Council 2019 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopied, recorded or 
otherwise without prior permission in writing to the Chief Executive,   
Malaysian Examinations Council. 
MALAYSIAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL 
PERSIARAN 1 
BANDAR BARU SELAYANG  
68100 BATU CAVES  
SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN  
MALAYSIA 
Telephone: 03-6126 1600  
Facsimile: 03-6136 1488 
Email: ceo@mpm.edu.my 
Portal: www.mpm.edu.my 
Font texts: Times New Roman 
Font size: 11 Point 
i 
THE NATIONAL EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 
Education in Malaysia is an on-going effort to develop the full potential 
of individuals in a holistic and integrated manner, in order to produce individuals 
who are intellectually, spiritually, emotionally and physically balanced and 
harmonious, based on a belief in and devotion to God. Such efforts are designed to 
produce Malaysian citizens who are knowledgeable and competent, who possess 
high moral standards, and who are responsible and capable of achieving a high level 
of personal well-being in addition to being able to contribute to the improvement of 
the family, society and the nation at large.  
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FOREWORD 
The Malaysian Examinations Council, which was established under Act 225 (the Malaysian 
Examinations Council Act 1980) is a statutory body under the Malaysian Ministry of 
Education. The Malaysian Examinations Council is managed by a board of governors which 
consists of vice-chancellors from local universities (in accordance with Section 6 of the 
University and University Colleges Act 1971 and Section 1A of the University of Technology 
MARA Act 1976), the Chief Secretary of the Ministry of Education, the Director General of 
Education, the Director of Examinations of the Malaysian Examinations Syndicate, the Chief 
Executive of the Malaysian Examinations Council, and five other members appointed by His 
Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan Agong. The Chairman of the Council is also appointed by His 
Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan Agong from amongst the vice-chancellors of local universities. 
The Malaysian Examinations Council has been responsible for the Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan 
Malaysia (STPM) (the Malaysian Higher School Certificate) examination since 1982. This 
examination replaced the Higher School Certificate examination conducted by the University 
of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate in collaboration with the University of Malaya. 
Since 1999, the Malaysian Examinations Council has also been responsible for the Malaysian 
University English Test (MUET). MUET is conducted three times a year, and can be taken by 
local and foreign students who intend to pursue first degree studies in public and private 
universities in Malaysia.  
The present revision of the MUET syllabus is the second since 1999, and has been undertaken 
in order to ensure that MUET retains its position in testing English proficiency. The changes 
in the test specification involving Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing have been made 
in order to align MUET with the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR).  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the MUET Syllabus Committee 
for their contributions. I also wish to thank all the institutions that have allowed their students 
to participate for the purpose of verifying and validating this test instrument.  
Finally, I hope that the revised MUET will have a positive impact on the perceptions
of students, the enthusiasm of teachers and the support of the public at large with regard to the 
teaching and learning of English.  
Chief Executive 
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INTRODUCTION 
English has always played an important role in the Malaysian education system, and this continuing 
role is reflected in the revision of the Malaysian University English Test (MUET).  
The objective of MUET is to measure the English language proficiency of candidates who intend 
to pursue first degree studies in order to help institutions make better decisions about the readiness 
of prospective students for academic coursework, and about their ability to use and understand 
English in different contexts in the environment of higher education. It is hoped that the MUET tests 
can also be used to measure the English proficiency of adult learners of English, including teachers 
and others who need to use English in the workplace in the context of education. MUET tests all four 
language skills, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing, and assesses candidates’ level of 
proficiency using aggregated scores ranging from 1 to 360, which correspond to Bands from 1 to 5+. 
A results certificate is given to all candidates who complete all four components of the test.  
This booklet contains test specifications giving details of each component of MUET. Having been 
aligned to the CEFR, the specifications make explicit the skills students need to develop to improve 
their English proficiency, and to make their academic study at tertiary level more effective. This 
booklet may also be used as a guide to the MUET tests for independent learners and instructors. 
GENERAL REGULATIONS 
1   Test Dates 
1.1 MUET is administered three times a year, and the sessions are named MUET Session 1, 
MUET Session 2 and MUET Session 3. The Malaysian Examinations Council (MEC) also 
administers MUET on Demand (MoD). Candidates are advised to refer to the MEC portal 
and official social media accounts for further information on MoD. 
1.2 The Listening, Reading and Writing tests are taken on the same day, but the Speaking test is 
taken at times spread over a duration of two weeks. In the special cases of MoD, all four 
components are taken on the same day, depending on the number of candidates and subject 
to the availability of rooms for the Speaking test.  
1.3 Candidates can obtain information about their test dates using the MUET registration slip 
(MUET/D), which can be downloaded from the MEC portal http://www.mpm.edu.my. 
2 Test Centres 
State Education Departments choose the test centres, taking into account the towns in which 
candidates wish to take the test. 
3   Registration 
3.1 Registration for MUET and MoD can be made online through the MEC portal. 
3.2 Candidates from public and private schools and institutions can register for MUET through 
their schools or institutions. 
3.3  Private individual candidates can register for MUET online through the MEC portal. 
3.4 Dates for registration will be advertised by the MEC in local newspapers and the MEC 
portal. 
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3.5 It is the responsibility of candidates registering online to ensure that their particulars are 
entered correctly. 
3.6  Registration fees can be paid via credit card, internet banking or by purchasing a Malaysian 
Examinations Council PIN (MEC PIN) from Bank Simpanan Nasional (BSN). Candidates 
are advised to consult the MEC portal for further information on registration and payment.  
3.7  Candidates can check their registration status through the MEC portal. 
4   Test Fees 




MUET RM150.00 RM250.00 
MoD RM350.00 RM550.00 
4.2 Candidates are advised to pay the test fee in full before taking the test. 
4.3 The MEC reserves the right to withhold the results of candidates who have not paid the test 
fee in full. 
4.4 The MEC PIN can be used once for the specified session only. 
5   Changes of Test Centre 
5.1 Candidates who wish to change their test centre must apply through their respective State 
Education Departments not later than two weeks after the MUET/D is uploaded to the MEC 
portal.  
5.2 An administrative fee of RM40.00 will be charged for MUET, and RM50.00 for MoD. 
6   Withdrawal from the Test 
Test fees will not normally be refunded in the case of candidates who withdraw from the test. 
However, a refund of RM90.00 (MUET) or RM230.00 (MoD) will be paid in the following cases: 
(a) Candidates who suffer from long-term illnesses
(A copy of the medical certificate from a Government Medical Officer must be submitted.)
(b) Candidates who have passed away
(A copy of the death certificate must be submitted by the next of kin or a representative.)
(c)  Candidates who have been offered a place to study at any public institution of higher learning
(A copy of the offer letter from the institutions must be submitted.)
(d) Candidates who withdraw from the test
(A refund of the basic fee will only be made after the administration of the test is completed.)
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7   Postponing the Test 
7.1 Candidates who wish to postpone taking the test must apply in writing for permission from 
the MEC before the date of the test, stating reasons supported by evidence. 
7.2  The MEC may at its own discretion approve the postponement of the test. 
 7.3 Candidates who wish to sit for the test at another session must pay the basic fee. 
8   Contagious Diseases 
Candidates suffering from contagious diseases are not normally permitted to take the test. If 
permitted, the candidates will take the test in a separate room.  
9   Arrangements for Specific Needs 
9.1 Applications for specific arrangements are allowed for: 
(a) candidates adversely affected by illness or other misfortunes, and
(b) candidates with special needs.
9.2 Applications must be made using specific forms which can be obtained during online 
registration. 
9.3 The MEC will not consider cases which are not reported before the date of the test. 
10  Materials provided by Candidates 
10.1 Candidates are required to write their answers using a pen or ball-point pen in black or blue 
ink, except in the case of multiple-choice tests for which only BB or 2B pencils are to be 
used.  
 10.2 Candidates are required to bring their own pencils, erasers and other equipment. 
11  MUET Results 
11.1 The MUET results are presented in the form of a certificate which is issued through the 
State Education Department. 
11.2 Candidates from public and private schools and institutions collect their results from their 
schools or institutions. 
11.3 Private individual candidates receive their results from the MEC by post. 
11.4 Candidates who have lost their certificates can apply to the MEC for a copy, for which a fee 
of RM60.00 will be charged. 
11.5 Results will also be made available on the MEC portal and via SMS. 
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12 Barred from Tests and Disqualification of Results 
12.1 If the MEC is satisfied that a candidate has been involved in; (a) any breach of regulations 
or caution issued for this test, or (b) in any irregularity, misconduct or dishonesty 
whatsoever in connection with the test or any of the papers, the MEC may at its sole 
discretion bar the candidate from the test and refuse the candidate further admission thereto, 
cancel the candidate’s result, and refuse entry as a candidate to subsequent tests.  
12.2 If the MEC is satisfied that breaches of regulation or caution or any irregularity, misconduct 
or dishonesty whatsoever in connection with the test have been widespread at any centre, or 
that the circumstances in which the test is held at any centre are unsatisfactory, the MEC 
may at its sole discretion cancel the entire test or the test results at that centre in relation to 
all the candidates at that centre.  
13  Test Results Enquiries 
Candidates can make enquiries of their results within one week of the release of the results. 
Information pertaining to the enquiries and fees can be obtained from the MEC portal.  
14   Answer Scripts 
 All answer scripts remain the property of the MEC. 
15 Conditions of Test Registration 
 There is no entry requirement to sit for the MUET tests. 
16 Validity of MUET Results 
The validity period for MUET results are as follows: 
(a) Those released before 2009 are valid until 18 July 2013.
(b) Those released since 2009 are valid for five years from the date of the release of the results.
17 Test Components 
The test has four components, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The duration and 
weighting of the components are as follows:  
Paper Code Paper Duration Weighting 
800/1 Listening 50 minutes 25% 
800/2 Speaking 30 minutes 25% 
800/3 Reading 75 minutes 25% 
800/4 Writing 75 minutes 25% 
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18 Test Scores 
Test scores are reported as follows: 





AGGREGATED SCORE 360 
Band Achieved 
19   Aggregated Scores 
AGGREGATED SCORE BAND USER 
331 – 360 5+ 
Proficient 
294 – 330 5.0 
258 –293 4.5 
Independent 
211 –257 4.0 
164 – 210 3.5 
123 – 163 3.0 
82 – 122 2.5 
Basic 36 – 81 2.0 
1 – 35 1.0 
Note: 
Candidates are required to attempt all four components to obtain an overall band score. No 
certificate will be awarded to candidates who fail to attempt all four components.  
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Reading	   Writing	  
Production Interaction 
5+ 
No descriptors available – 
see Band 5 
Can present a clear, smoothly-
flowing description or argument 
in a style appropriate to the 
context and with an effective 
logical structure which helps the 
recipient to notice and 
remember significant points 






















No descriptors available 
– see Band 5
• Can write complex
texts clearly and
smoothly with a high
degree of accuracy
and in an appropriate
and effective style
• Can use structure in
a logical and orderly
manner which helps
the reader to find
significant points
















Reading	   Writing	  
Production Interaction 
5 
• Can understand extended
speech even when it is not
clearly structured, and
when relationships are only
implied and not signalled
explicitly
• Can understand television
programmes and films
without too much effort
Can present clear, detailed 
descriptions of complex 
subjects, integrating sub themes, 
developing particular points and 




























when they do not
relate to their field




















Reading	   Writing	  
Production Interaction 
4 
• Can understand extended
speech and lectures and
follow even complex lines
of argument, provided the
topic is reasonably familiar
• Can understand most
television news and
programmes on current
affairs and most films in the
standard form of English
• Can present clear, detailed
descriptions on a wide range
of subjects related to their
field of interest
• Can explain a viewpoint on a
topical issue giving the
advantages and disadvantages
of different options
• Can interact with a






• Can take an active














• Can write clear,
detailed formal or
informal texts on
a range of subjects








• Can understand the main
points of clear standard
speech on familiar matters
regularly encountered in
school, leisure, and work
• Can understand the main
point of many radio or
television programmes on
current affairs or topics of
personal or professional
interest when the delivery
is relatively slow and clear
• Can connect phrases in a
simple way in order to
describe experiences and
events, dreams, hopes and
ambitions
• Can briefly give reasons and
explanations for opinions and
plans, and describe reactions
• Can deal with most
situations likely to
arise while travelling
in an area where the
language is spoken
• Can enter unprepared
into conversation on 
topics that are 
familiar, of personal 
interest or relevant to 
everyday life 







events, feelings and 


















Reading	   Writing	  
Production Interaction 
2 
• Can understand phrases and
high frequency vocabulary
related to areas of most
immediate personal
relevance
• Can catch the main point in
short, clear, simple 
messages and 
announcements 
• Can use a series of phrases
and sentences to describe in
simple terms everyday
activities and experiences













enough to keep the
conversation going
• Can read very short,
simple texts











• Can write sequences
of simple phrases
and sentences, linked














Reading	   Writing	  
Production Interaction 
1 
• Can recognise familiar





speak slowly and clearly


















(Adapted from Council of Europe. (2018). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment, Companion Volume 
with New Descriptors. Strasbourg Cedex: Council of Europe. 
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MUET TEST SPECIFICATIONS 
1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF MUET
MUET is a test of English proficiency for admission to higher education, measuring the ability
of test takers to listen, speak, read, and write English in real situations in the education context.
The test covers English as used in both formal and informal environments including:
(a) more formal academic work (e.g. lectures, classroom readings, assignments, class
presentations, group discussions, etc.),
(b) less formal non-academic contexts encountered
• on campus (e.g. written texts and spoken discourse, including announcements,
notices, advertisements and casual socialising with other students and lecturers, etc.),
and
• off-campus (e.g. emails, phone calls, etc.).
There are four test components, namely Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing, all of which 
test takers must complete to obtain a score. Detailed information on each component is provided 
later in this document. The Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing tests use a range of task 
types. The items for Listening and Reading are designed to assess the ability to understand 
English, and Writing and Speaking tasks are designed to assess the ability to use English in 
specific communicative contexts. The tasks set are of the kind students are expected to perform 
while at university in formal and informal contexts, and the content is tailored to the 
requirements of the purpose of the communication. In this regard, the MUET tests are intended 
to help institutions make better decisions not only about the readiness of prospective students for 
academic coursework, but also about their ability to use and understand English in different 
contexts in the environment of higher education. 
The MUET tests adopt a communicative approach to language testing, focusing not so much on 
grammatical knowledge per se (Bachman, 1990; see also Bachman & Palmer, 1996), but rather 
on communicative language ability, which comprises knowledge or competences, and the 
capacity to use and understand knowledge appropriately in a specific situational context of 
communication. The constructs measured are the communicative language skills required to take 
part in acts of communication as receiver or producer, which means that test items or tasks 
“must involve the test taker in functions other than simply demonstrating his knowledge of the 
language." (Bachman, 1990). 
When creating an item or a task, it is important to consider authenticity and what the task is 
designed to elicit. The test task should be ‘situationally authentic’, and contains as far as 
possible some key features of the real-life task (see e.g. ALTE, 2011).    
A Speaking or Writing task can be made ‘interactionally authentic’ in the following ways: 
• using situations and tasks which are likely to be familiar and relevant to the test taker at the
target CEFR level,
• making clear the purpose of carrying out a particular task with the intended audience,
• providing appropriate contextualisation, and




A test item or task should elicit sufficient appropriate English for a judgement to be made 
about the communicative ability of test takers to understand and use English. The aim of the 
Speaking and Writing tests is to elicit and assess test takers’ abilities to accomplish particular 
tasks or task types in acts of communication in which English is essential. In the Listening and 
Reading tests, test takers are exposed to English in a receptive manner. They meet Bachman 
and Palmer’s definition of a ‘nonreciprocal’ language use situation in which no feedback is 
provided, and there is no interaction between language users (Alderson, 2000). This is 
appropriate for the assessment of some basic skills which are of importance in an academic 
context. 
 
The tasks and items are designed according to linguistic, sociolinguistic and pragmatic 
competences which constitute knowledge of English and the ability to use it (see Council                  
of Europe, 2017, pp. 13-14). Linguistic competence refers to knowledge of the language system, 
including word formation and vocabulary, pronunciation and sentence formation. Sociolinguistic 
competence refers to knowledge of language use, with the emphasis on appropriateness of 
communicative acts and the naturalness of speech in given socio-cultural contexts. Pragmatic 
competence is concerned with the functional use of language, and the rules of cohesion (the 
linking of utterances) and coherence (the logical sequencing of ideas). It also includes knowing 
how to use socially appropriate communicative acts in discourse, and how to make meaningful 





































2. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE LISTENING TEST 
 
The primary purpose of the MUET Listening test is to assess the ability of test takers to understand 
spoken discourse in the higher education context, covering both monologues and dialogues. 
 
Subject/topic knowledge: Subjects are related to and typical of the academic and educational 
environment. They typically involve familiar and unfamiliar topics in different academic areas that a 
non-specialist would be able to understand including, but not limited to, people and culture, 
financial awareness and consumerism, science and technology, health and environment, and 
education.  
 
Background/cultural knowledge: The test tasks are intended to be accessible to test takers, so that 
they will be able to draw on their knowledge or understanding of real world settings to respond to 
them.  
 
Linguistic knowledge: This is concerned with language as a system which includes phonological, 
syntactic and lexical knowledge with lexical items ranging from general to discipline-specific of a 
non-technical nature. Linguistic knowledge also includes the pragmatic and sociolinguistic aspects 
of language use. The former refers to the functional use of language and knowledge of discourse, 
cohesion and coherence, and text types. The latter is concerned with the knowledge of sociocultural 
rules of language use, namely knowing how to use and respond to language appropriately.  
 
Processing: This is based on Geranpayeh and Taylor’s (2013) model of cognitive processing which 
includes input decoding, lexical search, syntactic parsing, meaning construction and discourse 
construction. Meaning construction is characterised by relating the meaning of clauses and sentences 
to context, and discourse construction is characterised by relating what has been said so far to the 
overall meaning of the message. Meaning is constructed at word, phrase, sentence and discourse 
































Duration: Approximately 50 minutes. Test takers will listen to each text twice.  
 
Table 1: Structure of the Listening Test  
 





600 to 650 words 
 
Multiple Choice Questions 








600 to 650 words 
 






Monologue                               
(3 speakers) 
 
350 to 400 words 
 









650 to 700 words 
 
 




Part 5 Short dialogue 
 
250 to 300 words 
per dialogue  
 
 
 MCQs - 3 options 
 
 
































CEFR level:  Between A2 and B1 
 















The task comes with the following standard rubrics: 
“Listen to a conversation/interview… 
  As you listen, choose the correct answer for questions 1 to 7. 
















Each item may test some of the following skills: 
• understanding simple phrases and expressions  
• identifying general and specific information 




























CEFR level:  Between B1 and B2 
 
















The task comes with the following standard rubrics: 
“Listen to a talk/briefing/lecture… 
  As you listen, choose the correct answer for questions 8 to14. 
















Each item may test some of the following skills: 
• understanding simple phrases and expressions 
• identifying general and specific information 
• understanding main ideas made in clear standard speech on familiar matters 
• understanding main ideas in linguistically complex speech 
• understanding familiar and unfamiliar topics  



























CEFR level:  B2 
 





Monologue spoken by 3 different speakers on the same topic. This is followed by 











The task comes with the following standard rubrics: 
“Listen to three people; (name of the people), talking about…   
  For questions 15 to 17, choose from the list A to E...   
 Use the letters only once. There are two extra options which you do not need to     
use. 





The 3 texts should be of approximately similar length, and amount to 350 to 400 







The speakers are named and their roles are specified. 
 
Test focus  
 
Each item may test some of the following skills: 
• understanding main ideas in linguistically complex speech 
• understanding familiar and unfamiliar topics  


























CEFR level:  B2 
 
















The task comes with the following standard rubrics: 
“Listen to a conversation/discussion about...  
  As you listen, choose the correct answer for questions 18 to 24. 












The speakers are named and their roles are specified. 
 
Test focus  
 
Each item may test some of the following skills: 
• understanding main ideas in linguistically complex speech 
• understanding familiar and unfamiliar topics  



















CEFR level:  Between B2 and C1 
 





Three unrelated dialogues each of which is followed by 2 MCQs. Each MCQ 
has 3 options. 
Dialogue 1 – Questions 25 and 26 
Dialogue 2 – Questions 27 and 28 











The task comes with the following standard rubrics: 
“Listen to a conversation between… talking about… 
  As you listen, choose the correct answer for questions 25 and 26 / 27 and 28 / 
29 and 30. 





The 3 texts should be of approximately similar length, and each text consists of 







The speakers are named and their roles are specified. 
 
Test focus  
 
Each item may test some of the following skills: 
• understanding main ideas in linguistically complex speech 
• understanding familiar and unfamiliar topics  
• following extended speech and complex lines of argument on reasonably 
familiar topics 
• following extended speech on abstract and complex topics outside field of 
study, and confirming occasional details 
• following less structured implied messages in extended speech 






For each question, choose option A, B or C, and indicate the answers on the 
answer sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
